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to pretend that the wide-spread agnosticism
of this period had its root either in lack of
morality or in deliberate crookedness of
mind. Everyone whc carefully studies
the phenomena presented will admit that
men of strong intellect have been driven
out of Christianity by the crudity of the
religious ideas set before them, the con-
tradictions in the authoritative teachings,
the views as to God, man, and the universe
that no trained intelligence could possibly
admit Nor can it be said that any kind
of moral degradation lay at the root of the
revolt against the dogmas of the Church.
The rebels were not too bad for their
religion; on the contrary, it was the
religion that was too bad for them. The
rebellion against popular Christianity was
due to the awakening and the growth of
conscience; it was the conscience that
revolted, as well as the intelligence, against
teachings dishonouring to God and man
alike, that represented God as a tyrant,
and man as essentially evil, gaining salva-
tion by slavish submission.

The reason for this  revolt  lay in  the
gradual descent of Christian teaching into